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WELCOME

Greetings Phi Beta Delta Members and Friends,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, we welcome you to this edition of
the Medallion. A very special thank you to Dr. Michael Smithee and Sarah
Lindell for editing this update from our Society!

As the 2023-2024 International President of Phi Beta Delta, I wish to express
my gratitude for your membership and work at sustaining our organization! It is
a privilege to serve as the organization’s President this year and an honor to
work with those who are committed to fostering positive change in our world.
Now more than ever, our work in the international sphere is absolutely critical to
the future of communities across the world.

It was rewarding to see so many of you at our 37th Annual Conference this past
May. Attendance was strong, and the presentations were outstanding! It is
always rewarding to learn more about the exciting work of our members and
especially some of the inspirational student work presented this year! Like
many organizations, the events of the COVID-19 pandemic had serious
ramifications for the health of our society and the well-being of our chapters.
Participation in Phi Beta Delta is voluntary.  Because of that, our active



members are highly committed to the Society’s purpose and goals. A special
thank you to Dr. HK Oh, Executive Director and CEO, Ms. Itzel Olguin,
Administrative Support Coordinator, and our entire Board of Directors for the
countless hours spent as volunteers leading this organization during such times
of uncertainty and change.

We value our members and the critical global perspectives you bring to your
campuses, chapters, and our organization. Please consider engaging with your
chapter and the national organization. Many chapters held vibrant induction
ceremonies this year, but others are working hard to regain their footing after
the pandemic. Consider joining one of our committees (Membership, Diversity,
Publications, and Development), and remember the International Research and
Review, our Phi Beta Delta refereed journal, is currently accepting submissions
for publication. Information is on the Phi Beta Delta website
[us18.mailchimp.com]. 

Your Regional Vice Presidents and all of us on the board are here to help your
Chapter grow, and our members gain the most from their membership.
Please reach out [us18.mailchimp.com] if we can help in any way!

Again, I thank you for your participation and service to PBD, and have a
wonderful Autumn! 

Regards,

Jeffrey Simpson, Ph.D.
2023-2024 International President

President Jeff Simpson, Executive Director Hyunkyoung Oh, and Director of
Publications Michael Smithee met at the annual NAFSA conference in Washington,

DC.

CHAPTER NEWS

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=http*3A*2F*2Fphibetadelta.org*2Fpublication.php&xid=a2fe0b5178&uid=99052509&iid=11759290&pool=template_test&v=2&c=1698692280&h=06aca6d1cfc2fb983edc1742b78a18019ba13010b79bd640ca08739101a15847__;JSUlJQ!!OM2WEIN1DMg!D9hKfj5umcdw_zxETWQgRKd0aNGqeBfK_86nmrLr8dCJeZKmQrFT0iTFmH-Fio4qhRA1ZZVCzOZ0IaFDGjby2PU$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=http*3A*2F*2Fphibetadelta.org*2Fpublication.php&xid=a2fe0b5178&uid=99052509&iid=11759290&pool=template_test&v=2&c=1698692280&h=06aca6d1cfc2fb983edc1742b78a18019ba13010b79bd640ca08739101a15847__;JSUlJQ!!OM2WEIN1DMg!D9hKfj5umcdw_zxETWQgRKd0aNGqeBfK_86nmrLr8dCJeZKmQrFT0iTFmH-Fio4qhRA1ZZVCzOZ0IaFDGjby2PU$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=http*3A*2F*2Fphibetadelta.org*2FboardOfDirectors.php&xid=a2fe0b5178&uid=99052509&iid=11759290&pool=template_test&v=2&c=1698692280&h=3f1c37cd5ffe46599fb0181a5913eb4711c08e32c5bf0a45b03e1ee294ea1323__;JSUlJQ!!OM2WEIN1DMg!D9hKfj5umcdw_zxETWQgRKd0aNGqeBfK_86nmrLr8dCJeZKmQrFT0iTFmH-Fio4qhRA1ZZVCzOZ0IaFDE6fOT1w$


Delta
San Diego State University

Delta Chapter at San Diego State University celebrates their induction.

Mu Chapter
University of North Carolina, Charlotte



The Mu Chapter held a "Global Perspective Series" presentation by Dr.
Michael Putman, Chair and Professor of the Reading and Elementary
Education department in the Cato College of Education. The presentation took
place on October 25th with the title of "The necessity of travel for
understanding: An educator's Fulbright journey of discovery." 

The Phi Beta Delta MU chapter will hold its annual induction ceremony on
Monday, Nov. 13th, during International Education Week. 

Phi Beta Delta MU chapter will hold a "Meeting of the Members" dinner night at
Optimist Hall on Dec. 6th.  Optimist Hall is a popular food hall with many
international cuisine offerings. 

UNC Charlotte's Office of International Programs, including 3 PBD
members, presented a session at the AAC&U Global Learning
Conference entitled "A Faculty Development Institute on Internationalization
and Global Learning, Preliminary Findings."  The Institute is offered annually
now at UNC Charlotte. We are encouraging all attendees to join the PBD MU
chapter. The AAC&U Global Learning conference is mainly attended by faculty
who discuss ways to integrate global learning into the curriculum, whether that
be on campus, through study abroad, or through virtual exchange or COIL.
There were many valuable sessions that hopefully will assist us in developing
the many ways to achieve global learning at UNC Charlotte. 
 

Gamma Lambda
California State University, San Bernardino

On May 3, 2023, the Gamma Lambda Chapter inducted twenty new members,
including nine students and eleven faculty/staff.  They also awarded eight



scholarships to deserving student members.

Gamma Lambda board members.

Medallions for new members.



Scholarship recipients.

Scholarship recipients with Gamma Lambda President Mohamed.



Gamma Lambda President and CSUSB Provost Mohamed speaks at the induction.

Gamma Upsilon
Ohio Northern University

We have had two sessions this semester. The first was a talk by Dr. Andrew
Ludany - Emeritus Professor at Ohio Northern University. He discussed his
memoir My American Roadtrip, which detailed his journey from a post WWII
refugee camp (from Hungary) to the United States and to Ada as a Political
Science professor.  The second was by Dr. Kristin Ahlberg who spoke virtually
about her career as a historian with the U.S. Department of State. She has
published a monograph on food policy during the Johnson Administration and
has worked on several volumes of the Foreign Relations of the United
States.   We will have one more this semester. An Irish exchange student will
be talking about his experience coming to our small town from Ireland.
Attached are photos. These are from Ludanyi's talk.

Epsilon Upsilon
Oklahoma State University



Eta Lambda
 College of Staten Island/ The City University of New York

Eta Lambda Chapter celebrated their induction in Spring 2023
[us18.mailchimp.com]

Eta Mu
Northwestern State University of Louisiana

The Eta Mu Chapter at Northwestern State University of Louisiana has had a
busy spring semester. The annual induction ceremony took place on April 16.
Fifteen new student, faculty, and staff members were inducted. The featured
speaker was Mr. Thamsanqa Jongile, Assistant Professor of Hospitality
Management and Tourism. Dr. Carmella Parker, president of the Eta Mu
chapter conducted the meeting and the induction.  Pictured are the Eta Mu
members who were present, including the chapter president for 2023-24, Dr.
Weiwen Liao.

Our Spring installment of our Language and Culture Series was presented by
NSU Faculty Member Ms. Sadeem Nahas. These mini-sessions give
information about specific cultures of our world and are important fundraisers
for our Eta Mu Student Scholarships. Ms. Nahas spoke about her home country
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of Egypt. Our scholarship winners this year are Alessandra Coneo and Naiomy
Perez Del Valle.

Other activities included a “Virtual Foreign Film Night” and our “No-Host
Dinner.” Eta Mu holds a “No-Host” dinner each semester at a local international
restaurant. This allows our members to relax together, enjoy informal visiting,
and support local establishments. We always enjoy getting together without an
“agenda!”

Eta Mu Chapter will host Language and Culture Series on “Kenya” on
November 8, 2023. Our chapter has hosted this series successfully since
spring 2020 which is also the fundraising event for Phi Beta Delta Scholarship
at Northwestern State University of Louisiana.
 
The event is posted in Facebook: https://fb.me/e/4xuqZddAe
[us18.mailchimp.com] and this is the NSU news: https://www.nsula.edu/phi-
beta-delta-to-present-lecture-on-kenya-nov-8/ [us18.mailchimp.com].
Registration is open at: http://nsu.la/PBDKenya [us18.mailchimp.com].
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HISTORICAL PHI BETA
DELTA

Phi Beta Delta is out of this world!  Check out Mars [us18.mailchimp.com]!

CHAPTER REPORTS AND
MEMBER LISTS

Please be sure to submit your Chapter Report [us18.mailchimp.com] and email
your member lists to the Phi Beta Delta Headquarters
at staff@phibetadelta.org 

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH
AND REVIEW
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Call for Journal Papers 

Scholars and researchers from across disciplines are invited to address issues
in international education and studies. Papers are welcome on topics that can
include, but are not limited to, our understanding of international studies,
education, internationalization, globalization, teaching and learning in the
context of international educational exchange and, within the university
classroom, issues regarding curricular development, and other related topics.
We welcome critical, qualitative, quantitative, and social scientific perspectives.
For more information and guidelines visit: 

http://www.phibetadelta.org/internationalResearch.php [us18.mailchimp.com] 

*NEW*  Volume 12, Number 2 - Spring 2023 [us18.mailchimp.com]
 Volume 12, Number 1 - Fall 2022 [us18.mailchimp.com] 

 

MEDALLION SUBMISSIONS
Do you have news regarding your Chapter?  An interesting article to share? 
Please send submissions to Michael Smithee at ms@smitheeassociates.com 
  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
International President
Jeffrey J. Simpson, Ph.D.
Oklahoma State University
Director, Study Abroad and National Student Exchange
242 Student Union / Stillwater, OK 74078
Phone: 405-44-8540
Email: jeff.simpson10@okstate.edu [us18.mailchimp.com]

President Elect
Vacant

Past International President  
Virginia Loh-Hagan, Ph.D.
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San Diego State University
Director of the Asian Pacific Islander Desi American Resource Center
5500 Campanile Drive San Diego, CA 92182
Phone: 619-602-2384
Email: vloh-hagan@sdsu.edu

Senior International Vice President 
Norma George DML
Cheyney University of Pennsylvania
1837 University Circle
Cheyney, PA 19319
Phone: 610-399-2416
Email: ngeorge@cheyney.edu

Director of Membership 
Virginia L. Hicks, Ph.D. 
Shepherd University 
Assistant Provost for Academic Community Outreach
P.O. Box 5000
Shepherdstown, WV 25443-5000  
Phone: 304-876-5712
Fax:  304-876-5169
Email: vhicks@shepherd.edu

Director of International Chapters 
Sharon Joy, D.M.A.
Northwestern State University of Louisiana (retired)
Associate Professor of Music Education
Phone: 832-978-6145
Email: joys@joysounds.net

Director of Development
Ann Marie Legreid, Ph.D.
Associate Dean, College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences
Shepherd University
P.O. Box 5000
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Phone: 304-876-5332
Email: alegreid@shepherd.edu

Director of Publications 
Michael Smithee, Ed.D. 
Syracuse University (Retired) 
President, Smithee Associates 
5104 E. Lakes Drive 
Deerfield Beach, FL 33064 
Phone: 954-573-1280 
Email: ms@smitheeassociates.com 
Web: www.smitheeassociates.com [smitheeassociates.com]

Director of Omega Omega Chapter
Vacant 

Director of Programming, Ad Hoc Programming Committee 
Vacant

Executive Director & CEO 
Hyunkyoung Oh, Ph.D.
Faculty Director, Center for International Studies and Programs
Professor of Kinesiology
California State University, San Bernardino
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5500 University Pkwy, CGI 314
San Bernardino, CA 92407
Phone: 909-537-7537
Email: hkoh@csusb.edu
Web: www.phibetadelta.org [phibetadelta.org]  

Regional Vice Presidents: 

Regional Vice President, Northeast 
Winnie Brophy
Director of Special Programs and Initiatives
Center for Global Engagement
College of Staten Island/CUNY
2800 Victory Boulevard, Staten Island, NY 10314
Staten Island, NY  10314
Phone: 718-982-2100
Email: winnie.brophy@csi.cuny.edu

Regional Vice President, Southeast 
Erik Jon Byker, Ph.D
Professor
Co-Executive Director of the Global-ready Research and Equitable Education in
Training (GREET) Center Cato College of Education
Honors College
University of North Carolina at Charlotte
9201 University City Blvd.
Charlotte, NC 28223
Phone: 704-687-8898
Email: ebyker@charlotte.edu

Regional Vice President, Midwest 
Richard M. Cangro, Ph.D.
Western Illinois University
Professor and Director, Music Education
1 University Circle, Macomb, IL 61455
Phone: 309-298-3114
Email: RM-Cangro@wiu.edu [us18.mailchimp.com]

Regional Vice President, Southwest
Mr. Kolawole Michael Afolabi
Oklahoma State University
305 Willard Hall, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater
Email: michael.afolabi@okstate.edu
Phone: 405-762-1389

Regional Vice President, West
Bibiana Díaz, Ph.D
California State University, San Bernardino
Vice President of the Association of Latino Faculty Staff and Students (ALFSS)
Vice President of AATSP Southern California Chapter
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